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She hastened to throw herself at her Superior's feet,
in order to obtain a share of this good fortune; but
she received for answer only an order to take the
chamber and assume the Duties of her who was to
depart, and to remain in quiet. Those who knew
her talents, and who had a love for this great work,
believed that matters must not rest there; they urged
Mother de 1'Incarnation to ask for her as companion.
The Superior lent her a deaf ear. Thereupon the
task of choosing another was undertaken: the holy
Sacrament was exposed, and forty hours of Prayer
were observed, in order that God might preside at
that election. Strangely enough, in so great a num-
ber, those with whom this choice rested could reach
no conclusion except in favor of our Candidate; in
the case of all the others, there was something or
other that proved an objection. Accordingly, she
went again to find the Mother Prioress, prostrated
herself, and conjured her to be favorable to her in
this emergency, unless she knew her to be unaccept-
able to God. Her Prioress remained speechless;
love made her fear to lose a girl whom she had
tenderly nurtured, [154] who had given her so much
satisfaction, and who gave great promise for her
house. These reiterated demands, and the fear of
resisting God and not yielding him what he desired,
made her pass the whole night without sleeping; and
in this silence Our Lord took possession of her with
such power, and gave her so much knowledge con-
cerning the calling of her dear daughter, that she
submitted, with the provision, however, that her
parents should give their consent.

Forthwith a special courier was sent to ask their


